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is nothing in either of them, that is inconfiftent with 
the hiftory, I conclude, from a number of other cir- 
cumftances belides, that this really was the eclipfe 
foretold by Thales. I was not a little pleafed, upon 
looking into my papers, to find, that Bayer and I 
agreed fo exadtly in the very year, as I was a ftranger 
to what he had faid upon that fubjedt, till you 
brought me that volume of the 'Pctersburgh Afts j 
and as the principles I proceeded upon were fome- 
thing different from his. This, however, is a pre- 
fumption, that we are right, and confirms my opinion 
of fome other articles in chronology, wherein I dif¬ 
fer from fome very great names. I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Iflip, May 2i, Your very faithful and 

175a. 

obliged humble fervant, 

G. Coftard. 


IV. An Account of the Cafe of Anne Eliza¬ 
beth Queriot, of Paris, whofe Bones were 
dtflorted and foftened ; by Ambrofe Hofty, 
M. D. of the Faculty of Paris. 


Read Jan, 25, A NNE Elizabeth Queriot*, aged 
* 753 * J~\ 3J, native of Paris, was married 

in the year 1746 to a wool-carder. Tho’ feemingly 

of 


* Her marriage-name was Supiot. 
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of a delicate conftitution, yet fhe enjoyed tolerable 
health, having never had any dangerous illnefs before 
her marriage. She was brought to-bed in 1747, in 
the month of September, and for the firft time com¬ 
plained of great weaknefs in the fmall of her back, 
loins, and thighs, and could fcarce walk. 

A fecpnd lying-in, a year after, removed her com ¬ 
plaints for about fix weeks j after which they re¬ 
turned. In the year 1745), being two months and 
a half with child, fhe was unaccountably feized with 
a lofs of blood ; upon which die mifcarried. 

Two months after, fhe fell accidentally upon her 
left fide; which gave her great pain in the leg, 
thigh, and hip of that fide, and made them fwell: 
but there was neither fracture or diflocation. 

Her pains in fome time abated; but the weaknefs 
of her limbs continued. She was foon after with 
child, and, in the beginning of her pregnancy, had 
a fecond fall; which revived her former pains, and 
eaufed new ones all over her body, and a dwelling, as 
before. This confined her to her bed, yet her preg¬ 
nancy went on very well, and terminated as happily 
by which the dwelling went off; but her limbs were 
fo weak, that fhe could not bear upon her feet. 

She then fell into the hands of quacks, who gave 
nothing worth mentioning, that I could hear of. 
About a year fince fhe was blooded on the hand 
twice, took a courfe of baths in the decodtion of the 
afhes of vine-twigs, had different pultices applied to 
her, and embrocations of oils and balfams, which 
enabled her to walk by the help of crutches, 

In about fix months after child birth, her pains 
returned more violent than before; and about the 

D 2 fame 
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fame time, an abundance of white chalky fediment 
appear’d in her urine; and the fore-finger of her 
right-hand was obferved to be diftorted towards the 
little finger j which was the firft appearance of the 
diffolution, thatenfued. Soon after the lower extre¬ 
mities began to turn upwards gradually, and almoft in 
a parallel line with her body) and continuing, in nine 
months was reduced to the pofture exhibited by the 
print drawn laft Auguft. All the bones were affe&ed, 
efpecially the thorax, which had loft its natural form 
and capacity. 

This miserable ftate was conftantly attended with 
exquifite pains \ and, according to the feat thereof, 
the patient ufed to fay, “ Now fuch a part works.” 
Sometimes they abated, and then (he felt fb fore, as 
not to bear being touched: And during this eafe 
from her pains, a quantity of the above-faid fediment 
pafs’d by urine, and little or none in her fufferings. 
It is quite cretaceous, and, reduced into a fine pow¬ 
der, ferments gently with acids. Little of it ap¬ 
peared fince I began to vifit the patient j fo that I 
could not get a fufficient quantity thereof to make 
farther inquiry. I refer to the print; it being almoft 
impoffible, without it, to conceive the figure fhe 
made, and the diftortion of her limbs. 

She could bear no covering, but a few napkins, 
both from inward heat, and to avoid loading her 
breaft. I fhall only remark, that, fince the print 
was drawn, her right foot and hand got above 
her head. Notwithftanding this preternatural pof¬ 
ture, the evacuations by ftool and urine were regu¬ 
larly performed, and with great eafe. Her flefh 
feemed dead and oedematous, the fkin rough and 
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fcaly j fo that I often apprehended a mortification. 
She had a cough, a laborious refpiration, and fome- 
times a fpitting of blood, from the coarstation of her 
breaft, all its bones plying inwardly. She was capa¬ 
ble of no other motion but of turning her head on 
both fides, ftirring her left arm in the fhoulder-joint 
only, and feparating her fingers, but not bending 
them. She had her menfes regularly, till about 
three months before her death. She generally had 
a low fever, inward heat, fweats, and reftlefinefs. 
She took antifcorbutics during the months of June 
and July, to no purpofe. Her fever ran very high 
in Auguft, attended with deliriums, headachs, rav¬ 
ings, and fubfultus tendinum. 

A little before her death came on a deafnefs, a 
dimnefs of fight, a fcalding of her eyes, and a con- 
ftant dropping; violent pains in her head ; in fhort, 
a great weaknefs in all the organs, which flvew’d 
how much the head was then affedted. 

The diftortion of her limbs went on fo faft in Auguft 
and September, that almoft every third day I could 
obferve fomething new; efpecially the left foot, during 
that time, came down gradually near 18 inches from 
under her ear, where it lay before. It was alfo ob- 
ferved in Auguft, that her neck grew vifibly fmaller, 
the thorax much narrower. I then alfo remarked, 
that the napkins, upon which (he fpit, grew black 
in the wafhing, and ftained as from the mercurial 
ointment; tho’ I could not fufpedt it, as I could not 
learn {he had ever ufed any mercury. In a month 
after, I obferved the fame thing on all the linen, 
that touched her Ikin. I got a napkin rubbed with 
foap, then dried, and afterwards wafhed. This 

method 
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method had almoft taken off the flams, as it does 
thofe from the mercurial ointment. 

Her linen ftained all the wafhing, like linen im¬ 
pregnated with the above-faid unguent Thofe fpots 
appeared on the linen a mixture of a cretaceous mat¬ 
ter and greafe. 

Since this remark was made, none of the white 
fediment was fcen. This, and the apparent nature 
of the ftains, made me believe, that it was then dif- 
charged by fpittle, and the pores of the fkirt, and 
mixed with oily particles of her fluids, which had 
acquired a quality analogous (if I may fo fpeak) to 
that of mercury, of ftaining all linen. I am alfo 
apt to think, that this fediment was the earthy mat¬ 
ter, that gives the bones their folidity and hardnefs, 
which had been diflolved by the fame vitiated quality 
of the fluids, and evacuated by the emun£tories al¬ 
ready mentioned. 

After great fufferings, (he died the 9th of Novem¬ 
ber. By the confent of her hufband, I had her 
open’d, in the prefence of fome of the moft cele¬ 
brated anatomifts and academicians of this- city. 
The operation was begun on the left tibia, cutting 
on the fore-part of k, from below the knee to its 
bafis. It was wonderfully alter’d * more or lefs foft 
in all its length; in fome points intirely diflolved, 
and its fides not thicker than the griftle of the ear. 
The fpongy fubftance of its extremities fupple, yield¬ 
ing to the leaft preflfure. The reticular matter was 
quite deftroyed. The perone was intirely diflolved 
in the middle, and only flight marks of its extremi¬ 
ties remain’d. Inftead of marrow, we found in all 
the bones & red thick matter, like coagulated blood 

mixed 
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mixed with greafe. The rotula was intire, but very 
foft and fpongy; the condyles of the femur the fame. 
All the cartilages were found in their natural ftate. 
The head of the humerus was much diminifhed and 
flatten’d: Its middle part very fmall, pliable foftened 
in all points, yet in fome friable. The cubitus and 
radius fuffer’d the fame alterations with the humerus. 
By ftretching all her limbs we laid them ftreight j 
but they foon after returned to their former curve. 
The phalanges of the fingers were not fo much 
foften’d, but were eafily cut, and bent like whale¬ 
bone. The femur was rather a flefhy body than a 
bone j its cavity was filled with a reddifh fuet, in- 
ftead of marrow, which, accumulated in different 
points, bulged out the flefhy fides. The capacity 
of the pelvis was much diminifhed; the bones, that 
compofe it, were foften’d, thicken’d, and contracted. 
Thefpine kept its natural form; the vertebras foft 
and fupple. The fternum, and all the cellular bones, 
feem’d folid, but could bend, and were eafily cut. 
The ribs, tho’ foften’d, were ftill friable. Some of 
them, towards the fternum, were doubled over one 
another. The clavicles feem’d almoft cartilaginous. 
The fhoulder-blades were much thicker than natural, 
lefs broad, and intirely disfigured. The two protu¬ 
berances call’d acromion and coracoides almoft joined. 
The fcull-bones were eafily cut in flices, twice as 
thick as in their natural ftate. Both plates were 
joined in one, and no traces at all of a diploe. Their 
fubftance abounded with an extremely diluted ferum, 
eafily fqueezed out by a gentle preflure of one’s fin¬ 
gers. The futures almoft obliterated: The bones of 
the bafis and face fhared in the calamity. The teeth 

hard 
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hard as ufual. The dura mater was incorporated 
with the bones. The brain not fofter than ordinary: 
Its right hemifphere was by one third larger than the 
left; and hence, perhaps, the weaknefs of her left 
fide, often manifefted by pains, aches, defluxions, 
heavinefs, falls on that fide, and every illnefs, which 
fhe had from her infancy, beginning in fome part 
thereof., When young, the fell upon her head down 
two pair of ftairs. The membranes, that feparate 
the two hemifpheres of the brain, were much thicker 
than commonly. 

In fine, all her bones were fo foft, that the fcalpel 
with very little force ran thro’ the hardeft of them; 
even the rocky apophyfe of the ear bone, fo called 
from its exceflive hardnefs. Nothing extraordinary 
was found in the vifcera ; but their fize diminifhed 
by the compreffion, and an univerfal cachexy. 

There could be no caufe afligned of this woman’s 
diforder, as fhe gave no figns plain enough to prove 
either a fcurvy, pox, or king’s-evil, either heredi¬ 
tary, or acquired; her parents having lived healthy, 
the one to the age of eighty, and her mother being 
ftill alive, aged fixty, and in good health. She had 
three children, who died of diforders common to 
their age. One, 4 years old, died of the meafles. 

The cafe was looked upon as very extraordinary, 
and the patient was feen as a curiofity. It is cer¬ 
tainly rare, but there have been fome fimilar cafes, 
which are cited in the Abridgment of the Philojbpki- 
cal Pranfaftions, in the remark upon the like cafe 
prefented to the Royal Society, by Mr. Silvanus 

Bevan, 
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Bevan, p. 458, £5V. Vol. II. This differs from the 
other examples, by the fediment of the urine, the 
flain on her linen, the preternatural fituation of her 
limbs. Something very fingular was, that fhe did 
not blow her nofe perhaps once a month, even in 
her health; always flept with her mouth open’d, 
and her tongue hanging out. The manner in 
which fuch diffolutions of bones are accounted for, 
in the above-mention’d remark, feems the raoft ra¬ 
tional, plain, and fatisfadtory, that can be given. 

I attended this patient fince laft Auguft with Dr. 
Morand, and kept, a journal of our obfervations, 
hoping it may be of ufe to the public, and worth the 
notice of the curious. 


Paris, Dec. to, 
1752. 


Hofty, M, D. 


V. An account of a Remap, altar , with an in- 
feription upon it, found in April lajl at 
York, and communicated to the Society of 
Antiquaries by Mr. Francis Drake, F.R.S. 
As alfo a breif explication of the infeription 
by JohnWard, LL.D.ProfeJfor of Rhetoric 
in Grefham College, and V. P. R. S. 

Read Feb. i, / | 'HIS altar was found, with other 
1 75 3 * remains of antiquity, by fome work¬ 

men, in opening a new and deep drain down the 
centre of a large ftreet, called Micklegate , in the 

E city 
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